Date: October 16, 2012

Formal Recommendation
From: National Organic Standards Board (NOSB)
To: the National Organic Program (NOP)

Subject: (Petitioned Material, Propylene Glycol Monolaurate (PGML)

Chair:  (Barry Flamm

The NOSB hereby recommends to the NOP the following:

Rulemaking Action:

0

Guidance Statement:

Other:

Statement of Recommendation: da2(i2y I m{

Propylene Glycol Monolaurate (PGML) is synthetic.

Rationale Supporting Recommendation (including consistency with OFPA and NOP):

PGML is manufactured by a process that involves chemical change.

Committee Vote:

Moved: [Colehour Bondera

Seconded: (jay Feldman

Yes:|15 No:

Abstain:

Absent:

Recuse|0
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Statement of Recommendation: da2{i2y I Hi

To add Propylene Glycol Monolaurate (PGML) to the National List §205.601(e) as an
acaracide. The NOSB recommended against the adoption of the motion.

Rationale Supporting Recommendation (including consistency with OFPA and NOP):

While potentially useful as an additional tool for controlling Acari pests, it is not needed
as it can be substituted with alternatives including cultural practices and biological
controls -- other options are available which do not have the impacts on human and
environmental health. That the environmental impacts leave more damage overall than
benefit, is of notable concern, when considered in regard to efficacy. As a synthetic
product, this material is not consistent with either organic nor sustainable production
systems. As a tool made for use in conventional agricultural systems, PGML does not
serve as an organic system tool.

Those who supported adding PGML to the National List said that while there are other
organic options, they are very sporadic in how well they control the target pests or even
under certain circumstances if they will control them at all. The impact on crop quality,
and the potential environmental impact when using the alternative materials can be some

Committee Vote:

Moved: |Colehour Bondera

Seconded: [Jay Feldman

Yes: |5 No:[10 Abstain: |0 Absent: |0 Recuse:|[0
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Statement of Recommendation: da2{i2y’1 ol

Rationale Supporting Recommendation (including consistency with OFPA and NOP):

Committee Vote:

Moved: [Harold Austin

Seconded: [Harold Austin

Yes: |0

No:

Abstain:

Absent:

Recuse: |0
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